The First Presbyterian Church in Pitman, NJ

Maundy Thursday
Thursday, April 13, 2017 @ 7:30 PM – Rev. Paul Grenier
For Prayer & Contemplation
“Love always involves responsibility, and love always involves sacrifice. And we do
not really love Christ unless we are prepared to face His task and to take up His
Cross.” -William Barclay
Welcome & Sharing Information Please sign the Fellowship Pad.
Prelude “Ah, Holy Jesus: Prelude and Chorale” - arr. Burkhardt
Call to Worship
One:
On the first Passover the Israelites sacrificed a lamb, and the Lord freed
them from slavery and made them a people.
All:
God heard cries of suffering and showed his Love.
One:
Jesus, Lamb of God, we bless you today, remembering what you have
done for us.
All:
You poured out your life to show us the love of God.
One:
This is how we know what love is, Jesus Christ laid down his life for us.
All:
So we should be willing to lay down our lives for our brothers and
sisters.
One:
Jesus has set us an example and given a new commandment.
All:
We are servants of God and know sacrifice leads to salvation.
The First Reading Matthew 26:16-19
And from that moment he began to look for an opportunity to betray him. The
Passover with the Disciples - On the first day of Unleavened Bread the disciples
came to Jesus, saying, “Where do you want us to make the preparations for you to
eat the Passover?” He said, “Go into the city to a certain man, and say to him, ‘The
Teacher says, My time is near; I will keep the Passover at your house with my
disciples.’” So the disciples did as Jesus had directed them, and they prepared the
Passover meal.
*Hymn No. 202 “An Upper Room Did our Lord Prepare”
The Second Reading Isaiah 53:1-4
Who has believed what we have heard? And to whom has the arm of the LORD been
revealed? For he grew up before him like a young plant, and like a root out of dry
ground; he had no form or majesty that we should look at him, nothing in his
appearance that we should desire him. He was despised and rejected by others; a
man of suffering and acquainted with infirmity; and as one from whom others hide
their faces he was despised, and we held him of no account. Surely he has borne
our infirmities and carried our diseases; yet we accounted him stricken, struck down
by God, and afflicted.

The Third Reading Matthew 26:20-25
When it was evening, he took his place with the twelve; and while they were
eating, he said, “Truly I tell you, one of you will betray me.” And they became
greatly distressed and began to say to him one after another, “Surely not I, Lord?”
He answered, “The one who has dipped his hand into the bowl with me will betray
me. The Son of Man goes as it is written of him, but woe to that one by whom the
Son of Man is betrayed! It would have been better for that one not to have been
born.” Judas, who betrayed him, said, “Surely not I, Rabbi?” He replied, “You
have said so.”
Unison Prayer of Confession (Adapted from Psalm 51)
Have mercy on me, O God, according to your unfailing love; according to
your great compassion, blot out my transgressions. Wash away all my
iniquity and cleanse me from my sin. For I know my transgressions, and my
sin is always before me. Against you, you only, have I sinned and done
what is evil in your sight; so you are right in your verdict and justified when
you judge. Hide your face from my sins and blot out all my iniquity. Create
in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me. Restore
to me the joy of your salvation and grant me a willing spirit, to sustain me.
Amen.
The Fourth Reading John 13:2-17
The devil had already put it into the heart of Judas son of Simon Iscariot to betray
him. And during supper Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into
his hands, and that he had come from God and was going to God, got up from
the table, took off his outer robe, and tied a towel around himself. Then he poured
water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the
towel that was tied around him. He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord,
are you going to wash my feet?” Jesus answered, “You do not know now what I
am doing, but later you will understand.” Peter said to him, “You will never wash
my feet.” Jesus answered, “Unless I wash you, you have no share with me.”
Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, not my feet only but also my hands and my head!”
Jesus said to him, “One who has bathed does not need to wash, except for the
feet, but is entirely clean. And you are clean, though not all of you.” For he knew
who was to betray him; for this reason he said, “Not all of you are clean.” After he
had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had returned to the table, he said
to them, “Do you know what I have done to you? You call me Teacher and
Lord—and you are right, for that is what I am. So if I, your Lord and Teacher,
have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet. For I have set
you an example, that you also should do as I have done to you. Very truly, I tell
you, servants are not greater than their master, nor are messengers greater than
the one who sent them. If you know these things, you are blessed if you do them.
Pastoral Meditation
Washing of Hands/Feet

The Fifth Reading Matthew 26:31-36
Peter’s Denial Foretold - Then Jesus said to them, “You will all become
deserters because of me this night; for it is written, ‘I will strike the shepherd,
and the sheep of the flock will be scattered.’ But after I am raised up, I will
go ahead of you to Galilee.” Peter said to him, “Though all become deserters
because of you, I will never desert you.” Jesus said to him, “Truly I tell you,
this very night, before the cock crows, you will deny me three times.” Peter
said to him, “Even though I must die with you, I will not deny you.” And so
said all the disciples. Jesus Prays in Gethsemane - Then Jesus went with
them to a place called Gethsemane; and he said to his disciples, “Sit here
while I go over there and pray.”
Anthem/Special Music Sanctuary Choir
“O Sacrum Convivium” – Biery
Translation: O sacred banquet in which Christ is received, the memory of
his Passion is renewed, the mind is filled with grace, and a pledge of future
glory to us is given.
The Sixth Reading Matthew 26:37-46
He took with him Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, and began to be
grieved and agitated. Then he said to them, “I am deeply grieved, even to
death; remain here, and stay awake with me.” And going a little farther, he
threw himself on the ground and prayed, “My Father, if it is possible, let this
cup pass from me; yet not what I want but what you want.” Then he came to
the disciples and found them sleeping; and he said to Peter, “So, could you
not stay awake with me one hour? Stay awake and pray that you may not
come into the time of trial; the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.”
Again he went away for the second time and prayed, “My Father, if this
cannot pass unless I drink it, your will be done.” Again he came and found
them sleeping, for their eyes were heavy. So leaving them again, he went
away and prayed for the third time, saying the same words. Then he came
to the disciples and said to them, “Are you still sleeping and taking your
rest? See, the hour is at hand, and the Son of Man is betrayed into the
hands of sinners. Get up, let us be going. See, my betrayer is at hand.”
The Prayers of the People
Nick Russo, the family of Brittany Foulk, Dave Wible, Shirley Murphy, Evelyn
Gallo, Donna Dietrich, Nic Albadine, Andy Roesler, Allison Daminger, Lynda
Ford, the family of Helen Taylor, Sharon Conley, Douglas Hoffman, Michael
Allen, Patricia Collins, Phyllis Bullock-Beaufait, Dolores Cheesman and
family, Fred & Doris Oltmann, Gary Wriggins, Cathy Russo, Marie Roberts,
Deborah McLaverty, Dot Clay, Glenn Raudenbush, Erin Fitzpatrick, Montana
Lovelace-LaPierre

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread
and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into
temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power
and the glory forever. Amen.
The Seventh Reading Matthew 26:47-56
The Betrayal and Arrest of Jesus - While he was still speaking, Judas, one of the
twelve, arrived; with him was a large crowd with swords and clubs, from the chief
priests and the elders of the people. Now the betrayer had given them a sign,
saying, “The one I will kiss is the man; arrest him.” At once he came up to Jesus and
said, “Greetings, Rabbi!” and kissed him. Jesus said to him, “Friend, do what you
are here to do.” Then they came and laid hands on Jesus and arrested him.
Suddenly, one of those with Jesus put his hand on his sword, drew it, and struck the
slave of the high priest, cutting off his ear. Then Jesus said to him, “Put your sword
back into its place; for all who take the sword will perish by the sword. Do you think
that I cannot appeal to my Father, and he will at once send me more than twelve
legions of angels? But how then would the scriptures be fulfilled, which say it must
happen in this way?” At that hour Jesus said to the crowds, “Have you come out with
swords and clubs to arrest me as though I were a bandit? Day after day I sat in the
temple teaching, and you did not arrest me. But all this has taken place, so that the
scriptures of the prophets may be fulfilled.” Then all the disciples deserted him and
fled.
*Hymn No. 218 “Ah Holy Jesus”
The Eighth Reading Matthew 26:69-75
Peter’s Denial of Jesus - Now Peter was sitting outside in the courtyard. A servantgirl came to him and said, “You also were with Jesus the Galilean.” But he denied it
before all of them, saying, “I do not know what you are talking about.” When he went
out to the porch, another servant-girl saw him, and she said to the bystanders, “This
man was with Jesus of Nazareth.” Again he denied it with an oath, “I do not know the
man.” After a little while the bystanders came up and said to Peter, “Certainly you
are also one of them, for your accent betrays you.” Then he began to curse, and he
swore an oath, “I do not know the man!” At that moment the cock crowed. Then
Peter remembered what Jesus had said: “Before the cock crows, you will deny me
three times.” And he went out and wept bitterly.
Pastoral Meditation
Tenebrae extinguishing of lights – Please be aware that the lights in the Sanctuary
will go out and it will be dark.
The Ninth Reading Matthew 27:27-31
The Soldiers Mock Jesus - Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the
governor’s headquarters, and they gathered the whole cohort around him. They
stripped him and put a scarlet robe on him, and after twisting some thorns into a
crown, they put it on his head. They put a reed in his right hand and knelt before him
and mocked him, saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” They spat on him, and took the
reed and struck him on the head. After mocking him, they stripped him of the robe
and put his own clothes on him. Then they led him away to crucify him.

The Tenth Reading Matthew 27:32-37
The Crucifixion of Jesus - As they went out, they came upon a man from Cyrene
named Simon; they compelled this man to carry his cross. And when they came
to a place called Golgotha (which means Place of a Skull), they offered him wine
to drink, mixed with gall; but when he tasted it, he would not drink it. And when
they had crucified him, they divided his clothes among themselves by casting lots;
then they sat down there and kept watch over him. Over his head they put the
charge against him, which read, “This is Jesus, the King of the Jews.”
The Eleventh Reading Matthew 27:39-44
Those who passed by derided him, shaking their heads and saying, “You who
would destroy the temple and build it in three days, save yourself! If you are the
Son of God, come down from the cross.” In the same way the chief priests also,
along with the scribes and elders, were mocking him, saying, “He saved others;
he cannot save himself. He is the King of Israel; let him come down from the
cross now, and we will believe in him. He trusts in God; let God deliver him now, if
he wants to; for he said, ‘I am God’s Son.’” The bandits who were crucified with
him also taunted him in the same way.
The Twelfth Reading Matthew 27:45-54
From noon on, darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon.
And about three o’clock Jesus cried with a loud voice, “Eli, Eli, lema
sabachthani?” that is, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” When
some of the bystanders heard it, they said, “This man is calling for Elijah.” At once
one of them ran and got a sponge, filled it with sour wine, put it on a stick, and
gave it to him to drink. But the others said, “Wait, let us see whether Elijah will
come to save him.” Then Jesus cried again with a loud voice and breathed his
last. At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom.
The earth shook, and the rocks were split. The tombs also were opened, and
many bodies of the saints who had fallen asleep were raised. After his
resurrection they came out of the tombs and entered the holy city and appeared
to many. Now when the centurion and those with him, who were keeping watch
over Jesus, saw the earthquake and what took place, they were terrified and said,
“Truly this man was God’s Son!”
*Hymn “Were You There”
- Verse 1: “Were you there when they crucified my Lord?”
- Verse 2: “Were you there when they nailed him to the tree?”
- Verse 3: “Were you there when they laid him in the tomb?”
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Sunday Worship Service @ 10 AM

Benediction

Communion on the first Sunday of the month

***** ***** ***** *****
After the bell please leave in silence.

Sunday School every week, 10:20-11:05 AM

Music Notes
Today’s prelude is Michael Burkhardt’s 2013 arrangement of the Passion hymn
“Herzliebster Jesu,” originally written by Johann Cruger (1598-1662). We thank
the Sanctuary Choir for sharing special music with us this evening.
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